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Opening September 2016! 
History Galleries:  

• Slavery and Freedom 

• Segregation 

• A Changing America: Beyond 1968 

 

Community Galleries:  

• Power of Place 

• Making a Way Out of No Way 

• Military History 

• Sports 

 

Culture Galleries:  

• Musical Crossroads 

• Taking the Stage 

• Cultural Expressions 

• Visual Arts Gallery 

 

Center for African American Media Arts (CAAMA) 

NMAAHC Archives Center 

Genealogy Center 



Growth of the Collection 
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Goal from Day One: 90% of collection digitized and available 
online 
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What are we cataloging? 

Classifications:  

• Adornment 
• Archival Collections 
• Buildings and Structures 
• Clothing (Costume, Fashion, Historical) 
• Decorative Arts 
• Documents and Published Materials 
• Media Arts (Photography, Audio, Video) 
• Memorabilia and Ephemera 
• Musical Instruments 
• Religious and Sacred Objects 
• Slavery and Freedom Artifacts 
• Textiles 
• Tools and Equipment 
• Toys and Games 
• Transportation Vehicles 
• Visual Arts 

Mae’s Hat Shop Collection  



How are we cataloging? 

“Cataloging is an art as well 
as a science. Besides 
knowledge and skill at 
interpreting and applying 
rules, we need to call on our 
judgment, experience, and 
intuition and even 
occasionally our sense of 
aesthetics and of ‘what 
looks right’ to us. There’s 
room for creativity.”  

Kathy Corcoran, Abrahams 
Library, Joslyn Museum 

What choices do we make as 
catalogers and how are they 
meaningful? What power does 
a catalog hold?  

James Baldwin by His Typewriter, Istanbul 1966, by 
Sedat Pakay 



“Body and soul, Black 
America reveals extreme 
questions of contemporary 
life, questions of freedom 
and identity: how can I be 
who I am?” 

June Jordan, “Black Studies: 
Bringing Back the Person” 

“I feel most colored when I 
am thrown against a sharp 
white background.”  

 Zora Neale Hurston 
Image of June Jordan, ca. 1970,  
Lloyd W. Yearwood 



I Am a Man, 1996, Roderick Terry 



I Am a Man, 1996, Roderick Terry 



Carte-de-visite of Rebecca Huger, 1963, 
Charles Paxon 

Tintype of a young African American woman 
with a white child, ca. 1860, Unidentified 



Label View: Description 

Notes  

Rebecca Huger 

Rebecca Huger, Charles Taylor, and Rosina Downs 





Freedom papers and handmade tin carrying case 
belonging to Joseph Trammell 



Polly, born ca. 1819 



Polly, born ca. 1819 



Broadside for a New Orleans auction of 18 enslaved 
persons from Alabama 



“Pvt. Gordon” / “Peter” / Jordan? Unidentified woman from Greenville, 
Mississippi, 1950s – 1960s 



LeRoi Jones / Amiri Baraka 



Gladys Bentley: America's Greatest Sepia Player -
- The Brown Bomber of Sophisticated Songs 



Letter from the Musicians’ Protective Association 
regarding an “indecent performance” 

Gladys Bentley: America's Greatest Sepia 
Player -- The Brown Bomber of 
Sophisticated Songs 



Photograph of Stevie Wonder 
accepting an honorary degree, 
1976, Milton Williams 

Blind Tom, The Marvelous 
Musical Prodigy, The 
Negro Boy Pianist, ca. 
1876 

A Biography of Ray Charles, 
ca. 1956 



Portrait of Rev. Henry Clay Anderson, 
ca. 1960 



April 4 by Sam Gilliam 



Works in progress 
• Movements / Styles / 

Ideologies thesaurus 

 

• Culture attribute 

 

• Constituent classifications 

 

• Legal/Ethical 
considerations 

 

• Public descriptions 

 

• Events Module 

El Amado de Afrodita, The Beloved of Aphrodite, El 
Ciruelo Oaxaca, Mexico, 1990, Tony Gleaton 



SI Collections Search Center, March 2016 

“Nothing will work unless 
you do.” – Maya Angelou  

Maya Angelou, 1992, John Loengard 


